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•Anything you can design in Word
•Tables, charts, conditional formatting, fonts, 

watermarks, sub templates, graphs

•get users to do it

•Single input multiple output

WHY XML PUBLISHER?
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•Single input multiple output
•(PDF, Excel, HTML, FO,RTF)

•Presentation & Data layer (R12)

•Oracle supported product – not 3rd party



WHY XML PUBLISHER?
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WHY XML PUBLISHER?
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XML Publisher

WHAT IS XML PUBLISHER?

•XML is universal, self describing language 

allowing system defined ‘tags’

•Separates format from content
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THE SEVEN STEPS – SIMPLE EXAMPLE

Get the 
Output

1. Chose the report & save output

2. Change output to XML format

3. Save the XML output

Make the 
template

4. Create an *.RTF template

5. Create a “data definition”
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template 5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report
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template 5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



CHOSE a REPORT
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CHOSE a REPORT
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SAVE the OUTPUT
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NOTE the CODE
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template
5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



CHANGE OUTPUT to XML format
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THE SEVEN STEPS – SIMPLE EXAMPLE

Get the 
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1. Chose the report & save output
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3. Save the XML output
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template 5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”
Run report 7. Run the report



Re-Run and SAVE OUTPUT
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Re-Run and SAVE OUTPUT
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Make the 
template

4. Create an *.RTF template

5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



CREATE an RTF TEMPLATE
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CREATE an RTF TEMPLATE
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CREATE an RTF TEMPLATE
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CREATE an RTF TEMPLATE
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SAVE the RTF TEMPLATE

TRANSFORMING YOUR REPORTS WITH XML PUBLISHER
24BeLife.co.uk:  UKOUG Dec 2008



THE SEVEN STEPS  – SIMPLE EXAMPLE

Get the 
Output

1. Chose the report & save output

2. Change output to XML format

3. Save the XML output

Make the 4. Create an *.RTF template

TRANSFORMING YOUR REPORTS WITH XML PUBLISHER
25BeLife.co.uk:  UKOUG Dec 2008

Make the 
template 5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



CREATE a “DATA DEFINITION”
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CREATE a “DATA DEFINITION”
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CREATE a “DATA DEFINITION”
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CREATE a “DATA DEFINITION”
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template 5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



CREATE a “TEMPLATE”
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CREATE a “TEMPLATE”
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PREVIEW the “TEMPLATE”
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Make the 
template 5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



RUN the REPORT
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RUN the REPORT
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CHANGE the FONT/ADD MORE
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CHANGE the FONT/ADD MORE
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LETTER “ for-each ” CUSTOMER
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LETTER “for-each” CUSTOMER
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LETTER “for-each” CUSTOMER

LOOP
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LOOP

LOOP



LETTER “for-each” CUSTOMER
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HEADER/FOOTER/PAGE BREAK
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HEADER/FOOTER/PAGE BREAK
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INSERT TABLE “for...each” INVOICE
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INSERT TABLE “for...each” INVOICE

TRANSFORMING YOUR REPORTS WITH XML PUBLISHER
47BeLife.co.uk:  UKOUG Dec 2008



INSERT TABLE “for...each” INVOICE

LOOP
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LOOP

LOOP



PREVIEW OUTPUT
TEMPLATE OUTPUT
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LOAD the SAMPLE DATA
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INSERT FIELD or TABLE, etc.
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INSERT FIELD
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INSERT FIELD – TEXT FIELD
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INSERT FIELD – TEXT FIELD
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Check point ...

•What we have covered

•Make it work

•Questions/
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Discussion

•More...?
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EXISTING REPORTS
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THE SEVEN STEPS – EXISTING REPORTS

Get the 
Output

1. Chose the report & save output

2. Change output to XML format

3. Save the XML output

Make the 4. Create an *.RTF template
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Make the 
template

4. Create an *.RTF template

5. Create a “data definition”

6. Create a “template”

Run report 7. Run the report



Note the code

CHANGE OUTPUT TO XML
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CHANGE OUTPUT TO XML
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CHANGE OUTPUT TO XML

TRANSFORMING YOUR REPORTS WITH XML PUBLISHER
62BeLife.co.uk:  UKOUG Dec 2008



RUN REPORT – text output
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RUN REPORT – browser output
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RUN REPORT – COPY TO EXCEL
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Conclusion

•What we have covered

•Make it work

•Questions/
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Discussion



Recommend XML publisher 5.6.3
see metalink note 422508.1
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Useful Links – Our Site!
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Useful Links - General
Oracle Tech. Network BI Publisher Page
http://www.oracle.com/technology/products/xml-
publisher/index.html
XML Publisher Forum
http://forums.oracle.com/forums/forum.jspa?forumID=24
5
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5
XML Publisher Blog
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher
Oracle Wiki - BI Publisher
http://wiki.oracle.com/page/Oracle+BI+Publisher?t=anon



Useful Links - Demos

Oracle BI Publisher Demos
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher
Oracle by example BI home 
http://www.oracle.com/technology/obe/obe_bi/bi.html
Oracle by Example
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Oracle by Example
•XMLP for EBS
http://www.oracle.com/technology/obe/obe_bi/xmlp_ebiz
/index.html#t3



Useful Links – OBIPE & OBIEE

BI Publisher Enterprise – Excel Analyser
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/2007/05/we_want_
excel.html
BI Publisher Enterprise – BIP Analysis
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/2007/05/bipnalysis.
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http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/2007/05/bipnalysis.
html
Getting Started with Oracle BI Publisher 
http://www.oracle.com/technology/obe/obe_bi/bipub/intro
/gettingstarted.htm
Advanced Features of Oracle BI Publisher 
http://www.oracle.com/technology/obe/obe_bi/bipub/adv
ance/advance.htm


